
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Via Frascati, 306 - Rocca di Papa (Roma) Italia - T. +39 06 94798147 - sif.press@focolare.org - www.focolare.org 

INFORMATION SERVICE 
 

Press release – January 30, 2017 

An economy to help eradicate poverty 
1100 people from 49 countries, involved in the Economy of Communion, will meet Pope Francis on Saturday, 
February 4, 2017. 

Eight people own as much as the poorest half of the world’s population. This is what Oxfam Report 2017 says. Runaway 
inequality is condemning hundreds of millions of people to poverty and highlighting the iniquity of the current economic 
system.  
In this complex situation, the Economy of Communion may be considered as a prophetic sign. It originated in May 1991, in 
Brazil as a reaction to the scandalous situation of the favelas that surround the city of San Paolo. Chiara Lubich invited a 
first group of entrepreneurs to set up businesses that follow the market laws and produce profits “which would be freely 
put in common”. Its aim is to help the poor, create jobs and promote the culture of giving as an alternative to the culture of 
having.  
Since then, 25 years have passed. And on Saturday, February 4, 2017, 1100 people involved in the Economy of 
Communion (EoC) will meet Pope Francis at Paul VI Hall. The majority of them are entrepreneurs, men and women, who 
chose communion as away of life, personally and also in the running of their businesses. They will be joined by students, 
scholars and professors, who, through research and academic activity, aim at laying a theoratical foundation to the 
inspiration economy/communion .  
These participants come from different countries and various backgrounds, and this shows that the EoC can establish 
itself in any geographical and cultural environment, rich and poor. Many participants will come from the continent of 
Asia: China, Korea, the Philippines, Hong Kong, India, Malaysia, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam. Africa will be presented 
by participants from Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameroon, Ivory Coast, Ethiopia, Uganda, Nigeria and the Democratic 
Republic of Congo. Entrepreneurs from North and South America will come from 11 different countries, namely, 
Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Cuba, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, Uruguay and USA. European participants are 
many and they come from 20 different countries. Oceania will be present with Australia. 
Maria Voce, the president of the Focolare Movement together its General Council will also be present. 
These participants want, first of all, to thank Pope Francis for his teachings and actions that highlight the dignity of the 
poor and the excluded. At the same time, this assembly would like to present to the Pope some fruits of the EoC, that has 
been facing challenges and crises that afflict the world since its very start. Today, the EoC animates industrial parks in 
Europe and Latin America, generates a life of communion in more than eight hundred companies, helps several thousands 
of people in need and sees to the education of their children, develops a cultural reflection that contributes towards 
rethinking about economic practices such as reciprocity, gift, gratuity and the idea of market. New projects are also being 
carried out:  
 an international network (Economy of Communion Incubating International Network – EOC-IIN) with hubs in 

industrial parks (and also in other places) to support young entrepreneurs. These hubs are already functioning in 
Cameroon, Portugal, Croatia, Mexico and Brazil. 100 young people living in vulnerable situations are being trained 
through a successfully run partnership in which social and civil economy organizations are involved. Workshops are 
currently taking place in Portugal and Mexico to train youth in an entrepreneurship “of communion”. Collaboration 
with academic institutions is also present as, e.g. with the University of Puebla (Mexico) for the development of 
projects for an indigenous community. 

 An Observatory on Poverty that gathers information about the best practices in the struggle against poverty and 
develops an approach inspired by the values of communion and reciprocity.  

These and other topics will be dealt with during the three working conferences to be held from 1-5 February at the 
Mariapolis Centre of Castelgandolfo (Rome). Tracks and projects for 2018-2020 will be defined. 
“If we decide to look at the world with the poor and the discarded” says Luigino Bruni, economist and international 
coordinator of the Economy of Communion, “we cannot stay on the pedestal; we have to come down and be with the victims, 
we have to fight for them, fight with them. In return, we will get new eyes, we will see things others do not see; sometimes we 
see horrible things; other times we see things of infinite beauty. The EoC has been doing this for 25 years. If it wants to 
survive, it must keep on doing it every day, better and more”. 

http://www.edc-online.org/it/ 
Journalists and cameramen interested in attending the audience taking place on 4/2 , should apply for a TEMPORARY accreditation 
through the form available online: http://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/it/accrediti/pubblico/accredito.html.  Those with  a 
permanent accreditation must submit the request in the usual manner. All requests must be received 48 hours before the event. 
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